VBS  is  evangelistic  rallying  point  for  church 


■■ilin  wlqr  the  fknoi  had  dW- 
pated  over  (be  city . 

‘But  we  knew,*  Own  eeid. 
*We  were  on  oar  kaeee  inw* 
ing.  It  wee  fte  first  day  of  VBS 
and  we  ware  atudsrinc  (jod’t 
ainaiiiH  power  over  nature  and 
ao  we  truly  enieiieocsd  it  that 


Soo-pha  prere^alered  dddien 
who  were  preaeot,  anodicr  aoo 
children  anl  fiieir  parents  atood 
in  tbe  toncolial  rains  to  regialer  at 
the  door.  The  final  total  invoKed 
in  the  study  of  God's  Word  that 
week  approached  Boo. 

Tropical  Storm  Debby,  despite 
dire  preifictionB,  bypiaaed  the 


Gingar  Owana,  ohitdranh  ministar  at  Rral  Church  in  Panama 
City,  Ra.,  viaita  with  chiktran  at  an  afla^achool  program  who 
ware  invotvad  in  tha  church's  Vacation  Bibla  School.  (Photo  by 
Michaal  Duncan.) 
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ing  that  ques^n  with  a  Iodl  hard 
look  in  the  mirror.  Do  oor  danrches 
fed  like  sanctoaifea  from  the  world, 
where  the  cratefDl  and  die  saved  can 
find  a  briel  respite  from  the  evil  that 
surrounds  them  each  day  to  worship 
loorsfim  — the  one  true  and 
xl  and  his  one  true  and  liv- 
Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  and 

Do  people  believe  they  have  had 
a  real  encounter  with  God  when 
diqr  come  to  our  churches?  Do 
worshippers  fed  the  presence  at  the 
Holy  Spirit?  Was  everything  that 
happened  during  ivorship  service 
deafiped  to  give  nonor  and  glory  to 
O^astt  should  be? 

Tiiat  may  not  be  the  case,  more 
often  than  we  care  to  admit  We 
could  be  turning  people  o^  -  yea, 
driving  them  awiQr  -  with  our  con¬ 
duct  and  ladi  of  spiritud  prepared¬ 
ness.  Many  of  us  arrive  at  church 


X  Outside  the  Mosoone  Ounven- 
tion  Center  in  San  Frandaco, 
hundreds  of  people  were  Queuing 
for  Ap^‘s  2013  Woridwide  Devd- 
opers  Conference  -  an  event  that 
wasn't  scheduled  to  begin  two 


more  days. 

Rumor  was  that  die  Apple  big-  ing&m, 
wigs  planned  to  use  the  conference's  Savior? 
keynote  address  to  announce  the 
newest  mobile  operating  system 
for  iPhones  and  iPads,  an  event 
for  which  quite  a  few  people  were 
apparently  willing  to  sacnfice  two 
penec^  good  ds^  of  their  lives  do- 
uu  nothing  except  keeping  watch  on 
a  lodced  door. 

The  operating  qrstem  was  not 
available  fr>r  puraiase  at  the  confer¬ 
ence,  mind  you.  an  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  operating  system  was 
to  be  made,  and  that  was  a  rumor. 

Apple,  tightlipped  as  ever,  had  not 
ooaunente4  on  whRkte  tbeayatem 
was  even  rea^  to  roll  out.  That 
means  the  folks  were  lining  up  two 
Jays  in  advance  to  hear  a  possible 
aimouncement  of  a  poasiDle  new 
qutem,  or  maybe  not. 

That’s  not  w  that  unusual  in 
our  culture.  Masses  of  people  begin 
fonning  lines  aroaod  stores  befiore 
daylight  oo  the  day  after  Thai^ 
dring.  Same  goes  for  die  dqr  after 
Chriafanas,  to  return  an  thoae  items 

for  which  we  stood  in  lines  on  the  _ ,  ,  ,  , 

day  after  Thanksgiving.  Americans  ntualh^  but  having  no  idea  Sow  t 
are  willing  to  stand  inline  for  grand  ask  for  it 
openings,  DsU  geimia,  free  fooa  Oar  words  are  unfriendly,  and 

samples,  newly-ieleaaed  movies,  our  conduct  betrays  bow  cOqnfeh 
and  any  book  with  the  words, ‘Fifty  we  are.  We  oonaUsitly  dmefc  our 
Shades  of  ...,*  in  the  title.  watches,  and  sneak  peeks  at  our  ti 

It  seems  We’D  Une  up  anywhere,  memaaK  We  mdi  out  befcre  the 


chm^lteia. 

When  was  ths  last  time  anyone 
taw  a  kmg  line  snakiiig  around  one 
ofourchurehetaiiaSuadaymocn- 
ing,  filled  with  people  antielputiag 
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Why  Cdvinists  and  Arminians 
can  unite  for  religious  liberty 

This  week  my  denominatioa  met 
days  sfter  a  special  committee 
tasked  with  seeking  unity  between 
Cthrinists  and  non-Caivinists  in  the 
Soothem  Baptist  Convention  imu^ 
a  report  to  SBC  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  President  Frank  Page.  report 
concludes  what  I’ve  suspected:  We 
have  much  more  uniting  us  across  these 
questions  than  dividiiig  us,  and  most 
of  os  are  ready  to  love  one  another  and 
work  together. 

I  think  it’s  important,  tho«^,  to 
consider  bow  both  the  CaKinm  and 
Anninian  streams  in  Christian  Hfe  bring 
important  emphases  together  when  it 
comes  to  one  of  the  moat  important 
questioiis  of  our  tune:  rehgious  Ubrnty. 

James  Lekind  was  a  Baptist  eyangdist 
in  the  revohitionaiy  era,  agitated 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  James  Madison  to 
include  constitutional  guarantees  of  re¬ 
ligious  liberty.  He  railed  against  the  An- 
ipican  state  diurches,  with  their  restric¬ 
tions  on  Gospel  preadiing.  He  did  so 

for  theological  reasons.  At  one  time,  be  ^ _ o _ 

defined  his  theology  as  one  tiiat  preaches  even  for  those  who  don’t  agree  on  the 
‘the  doctrines  of  sovereign  ^ce  witii  a  theoiogical  details, 
littie  of  what  is  called  Arminianism.*  After  all,  all  Christians,  whatever  our 

I  think  both  traditions,  and  the  in-  theological  system,  affirm  that  all  of  us 
between  place,  have  some  thinga  to  con-  will  stand  in  judgment  We  will  have  no 
tribute  to  our  defense  of  a  free  churdi  in  government  agency,  no  denominational 
a  free  state.  entity,  standing  thm«  with  us.  We  will 

Many  of  our  ei^  Baptist  forebears 
were  thorougiuoing  Arminians,  defining 
the  freedom  oftbe  human  will  in  liber¬ 
tarian  terms.  These  include  sudi  heroes 
as  Thomas  Hdwys,  who  fought  against 
the  unremment's  mistdmnbdhaffiat  it 
eould  overrule  the  conscience. 

Sometimes  people  carfeatme  Armin- 
ians,  and  those  who  share  some  convic¬ 
tions  wMi  them.  The  Aiminian  fraction 
doesn’t  believe  that  the  human  wfll  is 
naturally  free  in  this  fallen  era.  They  be¬ 
lieve  that  God  graciously  empowers  hu¬ 
man  beings  witn  the  freedom  to  choose. 

In  feet,  much  of  what  some  Christians 
call  ‘Arminianism*  is  instead  the  sort 
of  manipulative,  emotiond  tevivaiism 
they’ve  seen  or  beard  about  somewhere. 

Anninians  are,  above  all  peo|de,  op¬ 
posed  to  manipulation. 

They  bdieve,  after  dl,  that  the  human 


Guest  opinion 

with  Russeil  D.  Moore 


ataod  witii  our  consciencea,  and  we 
can  stand  only  with  one  Advocate,  one 
Mediator.  With  that  the  ci^  no  govern¬ 
ment  has  the  authority  to  impede  God's 
purposes  in  readying  us  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  00  that  day. 

The  Calvinist  traditioa  afeo  has  much 
SOMBSrftslUsiillgljisIsm.WMfo 
many  in  tiie  Reformed  tradition  have 
had  an  awful  record  when  it  comes 
to  soul  freedom,  from  Geneva  to  the 
Puritan  cfrlonies  of  New  England,  the 
same  is  not  true  in  the  Calvuistic  wing 
of  the  Baptist  tradition.  Many,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Endiah  Particular  Baptists  and 
American  Calvinist  Baptists  such  as 
Isaac  Backus  were  stalwart  defenders  of 
reUapous  liberty.  Why? 


'ell,  like  the  Arminians,  Calvinists 
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JOIN  ONE  MILLION  MEN  —  Jay  Oennia,  the  Baptist  pastor  who  is  leading  the  Join  One 
Million  Men  anti-porrtography  initiative,  tapes  a  video  this  spring  as  part  of  a  OVO  for  use 
in  churches.  The  campaign  moved  into  gear  in  conjutKtion  with  the  June  11-12  SBC  annual 
meeting  in  Houston.  (Photo  by  Terrie Turner) 


Anti-pornogra 


initiative 
begins  national  push  at  SBC 


I AKH  AND,  Ha.  (BP)  —  'We’re  pose  and  eradicate  ‘The  pink  el- 
heginning  a  new  sennoo  series  ephantintfae  pew.' 
that  is  scaring  me  to  death,*  pas-  BAPTIST  PRESS:  Why  did 
tor  Jay  Dennis  said  on  Sunday,  you  decide  in  2008  to  addrees 
Jan.  20, 2008,  from  the  pulpit  of  sexual  issues  horn  the  pulpit? 
First  Cfauich  at  die  Mali  DENNIS:  I  renoember  being 

The  aeries  was  titled  ‘Sex  burdened  that  I  had  never,  from 
and  the  Saint’  For  six  Sundays,  the  Sun^  morning  pulpK,  ad- 
Dennis  addressed  what  God  dressed  issues  related  to  healthy 
am  in  His  Word  about  sex.  biblical  sex.  H  seemed  that  most 
His  coal:  to  combat  a  'strong-  of  what  even  Christians  were 
half  in  the  congregation  that  hearing  was  oomins  from  a  aec- 
deatroys  fcmin—  and  alar  worldview,  tty  heart  was 

hMM  aasMWBS  sMglas  sad  soesiaeiaithabMnalalaadBtd 
even  cfaDdrerT—  the  stronghold  among  me  people  I  peetored 
ofsexnalsin.  legarmng  a  wb^et  that  fcr  too 


guard  against  I  am  S3  and  moat 
men  my  age  wire  exposed  in  a 
similar  manner.  However,  now 
it  is  almost  entirely  Internet  por¬ 
nography.  Although  not  a  dafly 
strug^  it  is  an  awareness  that  I 
must  always  be  on  guard  for  dm 


in  your  buddings,' 


bsts  Aould  be 'at  the 


extensive  researdi  ooDceming 
the  issue  of  pomogiapfay.  Hum 
prayer  support  and  acccwntabn- 
ky  err  reerntielfarme. 

■Pr  How  dU  jnm  ptepam 
your  oongragalfon  air  the  eeriee 
oti  ponKywIy^ 

_ _ ^  ^ _ ,  ^ _ ^ _  DENlite£  I  told  our  cfaurdi 

that  he  would  of  fear  or  awkwardness,  simpiy  that  there  would  be  momenCs 

nisunderstood,  cfaoaen  not  to  address.  when  they  would  feel  awkward 

eive  engry  let-  Later  that  year  I  began  to  see  and  I  assured  them  that  their 
ndthatbefo^  the  nasd  for  addressing  the  is-  pasM^wouU  feel  tte  sam  te 

hima^  in  a  sue  of  pornography  "  “  •*  ■•'''  «  ^ 

The  door  bad  bm  1 


’  sprafically.  that,  if  God's  Word  addressed 

_  _ ope^that  an  iasu^  we  should  be  open  ts 

He  indeed  experienced  a  sexual  issues  would  be  discussed  disfuasing  it  even  in  s  Sunday 
he^  spiritual  «*twk  on  his  from  the  pulpit,  but  in  a  grace-  morning  setting, 
physical  heikh  and,  though  he  hlled  and  sensitive  approach.  I  When  I  did  me  aeries  on  por- 
aaid  he  still  has  hfe  critics,  Den-  am  burdened  that  until  God's  nography  there  were  aeasrom 
nfe  told  Baptist  Press,  The  re-  poojple  understand  what  healthy  onfo  for  men,  one  for  womeu 
spoue  WM  overwhelmingly  nibDcal  sex  is,  we  wont  see  Sa-  and  one  ^parents.  Last  yew  «c 
positive  and  opened  a  door^  tan's  counterfeits.  even  dedicated  a  Sunday  where 

our  membciv  to  oocnmuiiicate  BP:  You  have  useited  that  the  men  had  a  separate  worship 
their  concern  about  pomogra-  80  percent  of  men  in  churches  service  froin  the  women  beame 
phy  use  among  ChrMan  men.  stn^gle  with  pornography  in  of  the  subject  mattw.  I  dkml 
am  con^nced  that  G^’a  aome  way.  Wnat  1m  you  to  kiKrw  how  that  would  work  bid 
people,  for  the  most  part,  want  that  conclusion?  it  was  s  great  success, 

clew,  biblical  teachings  on  DENNIS:  I  reached  the  BP;  What  arejw  hopes  te 
sexual  iasuea.'  conclusion  based  on  research,  the  Join  One  Million  Men  rol- 

Ihat  sermon  aeries  at  the  muhipie  discussions  with  those  out  at  the  SBC  annual  meetii^ 
Fla.,  church,  and  olh-  whore  ministry  focused  on  this  DENNIS:  My  hope  is  that 
ersermoiM  Dennis  has  preached  iasue,  diacuasions  with  pastors,  t^  laundi  would  get  the  atten- 
wTww  have  laid  the  foundation  watching  how  the  data  is  trend-  tion  of  pastors  and  help  them 
for  a  nationwide  movement:  iiu  upwards,  the  prevalence  see  that  the  Aunte  ^  save 
Join  One  Malian  Men  (joinunil-  of  pornography,  and  under-  are  being  adverady  affected  by 
lioainen.org),  waa  introduced  in  standing  the  secretive  nature  pornography.  I  wairt  to  p^ 
cornunction  with  the  Southern  of  Christians  viewing  potnog-  tors  to  get  burdened  ttat  they 
Ba^  Convention's  June  11-12  raphy.  Most  experts  I  talk  to  are  the  gatekeepers  arid  if  they 
annual  meeting  in  Houston.  The  baiew  that  80  percent  is  a  con-  bring  thn  to  the  attention  of  the 
movanent  Christian  men  servative  figure.  church,  it  becomes  mportant  to 

to  commit  to  sexual  purity  and,  BP:  Have  you  eva  been  pa-  the  people  of  the  church.  I  also 
specifically,  to  protect  them-  socially  afiected  in  your  life  by  pray  that  tvomen  would  see  that 
selves  and  their  femibes  from  ponrorap^?  they  play  s  critical  role  throuj* 

the  devmtation  earned  by  por-  DENNIS:  As  an  11-yew  old  prayer  and  oommunicatim  wtfa 
nography.  boy  a  friend  showed  me  a  por-  the  church  leadership.  If  I  had 

In  interviews  witti  Baptist  nographic  picture,  and  that  one  a  tagline  for  Join  One  Millie 
PresBy  Dennis  recounted  his  inuige  opened  the  door  d  curi-  Men,  it  would^bey  “Let  s  start  the 
journey  and  his  resolve  to  ex-  osity  that  from  then  on  I  had  to  conversation.' 


'Sh«l  we  abandon  an  organization  which  naads 
our  infkieixx  now  more  than  wer?" 

R.  CMp  Tfensar 

chairman  af  tha  Boy  Sooirta  of  AoMrlea  RaNniaua 
Walatloaahlas  Taak  Foroo 
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As  we  move  from  Mother’s  Day  to 
Father’s  Day  children  are  on  my  mind. 
Children  never  cease  to  amaze  me.  Of 
course,  all  of  them  are  cute  and  some 
are  just  absolutely  astounding  with  their 
perception  of  life.  Their  perception  of 
Gtxl.  Uie  world,  the  creation  and  the 
hosier  are  aU  incredible.  From  time 
to  time  through  the  yem  as  and 
would  make  decisions  to  kOow 
Obr^  there  would  be  an  adult  who 
would  say,  "Do  you  think  they  under¬ 
stand?*  And  to  M  honest,  I  nearly  al¬ 
ways  think  they  understand  fer  beyond 
those  of  ns  who  are  adults. 

It  was  Jesus  who  sai^’Suffer  the 
Utde  chikben,  and  forbid  them  not,  to 
come  unto  me:  for  of  such  is  the  king- 
dom  of  heaven*  (Matt  I9:t4)-  While 
there  was  a  moment  that  the  disciples 
wauted  to  keep  the  childien  at  hire  and 
keep  them  away  from  the  Lord,  Jesus 
said,  *N6, 1  want  them  to  com  to  me 
for  have  an  understanding  and  a 
perception  beyond  those  of  ^  who  are 
adults.*  Pretty  amazing,  isat  it?  The 
children  often  see  way  beyond  our  abil¬ 
ity  to  understand,  see  or  peremve. 

Recently,  one  of  my  grandsons  wrote 
a  letter  to  God  that  I  was  privileged  to 
see  and  read.  It  was  simple  and  amaz¬ 
ingly  profound  and  not  because  it  was 
my  grandson,  but  because  it  was  a 
child.  He  wrote;  “Dear  God,  I  love  TOU. 
Thank  you  for  me.*  Then  he  signed 
his  name.  I  confess  that  when  I  read 
it  my  initial  response  was  that  maybe 
I  needed  to  talk  to  him  about  beiiw 
filled  with  pride  or  an  arrogance  that 
was  a  little  over  the  top.  Raizing  that 
it  came  firom  a  sweet  spirited,  inno¬ 
cent  child,  I  beun  to  think  well  that  is 
fantasuc  that  a  little  child  would  have 
the  kind  of  spiritual  perception  to  say 
without  remorse,  “Lord,  Jesus,  I  thank 


and  who  wni  will  never  be.  Katnertake 
the  time  before  the  Lord  to  concentrate 
on  what  Hehasjdvenyou.  Ithinkof 
Joni  Eareckson  Tada  and  the  incredible 
impact  that  she  has  worldwide  encour- 
agmg,  iim>iring  and  blessing  the  body  of 


Amazing  Perception 


you  and  I  thank  you  for  me.*  Further¬ 
more,  I  thought  about  how  many  adults 
would  be  so  much  better  off  if  they  sim- 
pty  knew  who  they  were  and  how  mu^ 
better  life  would  be  if  they  could  live  in 
ioyfol  celebration  that  God  made  them 
juk  as  they  are  for  His  glory. 

It  is  »m«ving  how  msiiy  of  God’s 
people  who  are  grown  adults  are  not 
able  to  or  do  not  celebrate  who  and 
what  thw  are  and  the  way  they  are.  A 
mental  deficiency  here,  a  |diyncal  prob¬ 
lem  there,  a  moment  out  of  their  past, 
a  fear  out  of  their  future  and  there  they 
are  stuck  in  a  world  which  they  do  not 
like.  'Thty  wonder,  query  and  moan  over 
wty  God  made  than  the  way  that  He 
dki  or  why  He  did  not  upgTMe  some  of 
their  deficiencies.  That  Inds  me  to  sug¬ 
gest  a  few  vital  truths  that  will  help  eaoi 
«  us  through  life.  Let  me  give  you  three 
words  that  will  encourage  you  and  pos¬ 
sibly  even  help  you  to  come  to  the  place 
to  ’Tlod,  thmik  ^  for  me.* 

The  first  word  m  celebrate.  Rec¬ 


ognize  that  God  Alinigbty  even  as  He 
created  Adam  and  Eve  has  created  you 
wondeifolly.  He  knows  your  DNA,  your 
abilities  and  inabilities.  He  knows  that 
there  is  somediing  wonderful  about  you. 
Accept  who  and  wnat  you  are.  Sure  ev¬ 
erybody  can  improve  and  we  can  apply 
oursdves  to  the  beat  of  our  ability,  but 
sometimes  vre  just  have  to  accept  that 
we  will  never  win  the  Olympics.  We 
win  neva  win  the  beauty  contest  or  the 
talent  show.  The  bundle  of  our  skillset 
may  not  evCT  allow  us  to  be  listed  among 
the  Who’s  Who  or  even  the  What’s 
What,  but  that  is  ahi^t.  The  phrase 
that  became  so  popular  a  few  years  ago 
that  I  personally  end  not  care  a  whole 
lot  for  is  true  in  this  case.  It  is  what  h 
is,  but  what  it  is  does  not  mean  that  you 
are  not  significant  and  that  who  you  are 
and  the  package  that  God  has  m«le  you 
to  be  is  not  worth  a  great  deal. 

Word  two  is  concentrate.  Do  not 
spend  all  of  your  day  focused  on  what 
you  do  not  have,  what  you  cannot  do 


es  that  are  before  them  with  as  much 
difficulty  as  she  does.  And  yet  ha  warm 
smile,  vibrant  personality  sind  Christ 
energized  life  touches  individuals  who 
see  ha  in  crowds  of  thousands  as  they 
listen  to  ha  ^leak.  Stop  and  concen¬ 
trate  on  one  sin^  thing  that  God  would 
have  you  do  and  that  you  can  accom¬ 
plish.  Now  set  out  to  do  it. 

'Ae  third  word  that  1  wonld  give 
yon  in  cooperate.  When  Paul  wrote 
to  the  chur»  at  Corinth  he  spem  a  neat 
deal  of  time  ttying  to  help  than  and 
us  understand  that  not  evetyone  has 
every  gift.  In  I  Corinthians  12:13-31,  he 
pictures  the  body  of  Christ  as  a  human 
body.  The  hand  cannot  do  what  the  ear 
can  do,  but  both  are  vitaUv  important.  A 
foot  cannot  accompdish  what  me  tonne 
can,  but  wfaidi  of  )ou  would  vote  to  oo 
witiKNit  eitha  one.  I  would  venture 
to  say  that  everyone  you  know  can  do 
somOhing  that  you  cannot  do.  But  the 
reverse  is  true  cit^ou,  so  the  point  is 
t^t  each  of  us  wrth  our  own  gifts  and 
ladc  of  rifte  has  a  work  to  do  and  a  place 
to  fill.  Rejoice  that  others  are  helping 
and  involved  as  no  doubt  they  will  look 
at  you  and  rejoice  also. 

Pause  for  a  moment  and  talk  to  the 
Father  todity.  TeU  God  you  love  Him, 
and  then  with  humility  wrapped  in 
^ce  vmture  to  say,  ’^God,  I  thank  you 

The  ^01  or  can  be  contacted  at  di- 
rections^tnbcb.org. 


Vacation  Bible  School 

>  Mash oba Church, Unioo: June  17- 21, 5 -8pjn.CaD (601)774-877 
for  information. 


>■  UnItv  Church,  LaahaavMa:  June  17  -  21, 6  -  9  pjn. 
>  New  Hop*  Church,  Como:  June  17 -21. 


Staff  Changes 


n 
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MS  POSITIONS 


CD  or  IRA 

MatLirin^y? 


4-7% 

First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


L.D.  O’Mire 


YALE  STROT  BAmST  CHIMCH  SEEK- 
MO  A  H-VOCATIONAL  PASTOR  Dsad 
Im  toriMuiiiM  a  6-30-2013.  Send  raaumn 
lBS10Uimi«lyCtewlind.MS  36732. 


QRACE  UMTB)  tAPTST  CHURCH 
OeCATUR  MS  »  SEEKMG  A  H-VOCA- 
TKMAL  PASTOR  PkMsiandieMiwto 
Once  UdM  BsM  Quell.  P.  0.  Boe  26 . 
0ecaU.MS3S^ 

HAMRTON  BAPTIST  CHURCH~iN 
HAMRTON,  MS  IS  SEEKING  Bt-VOCA- 
TKNIAL  MINISTER  OP  MUSK.  S«id 
raaumst  to  Liny  WMatof,  Clieinnan. 
40264  Hamilton  Itoed.  I  MnUton.  MS  3S746 


■UCATUNNA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  lacmd 
souti  o(  Msiidton  In  tw  Enmgy-Snnl  conv 
nuRy  cl  Omk  CauMy  to  acSwIy  waking 
Gctfi  nan  tor  la  poaten  d  a  Bl-wcaaonal 
YbuSi  Unator.  Pkaaa  anal  laaunae  to 
dddhcOMtoculual  or  mai  to  BBC  Saareti 
ComnHtoi.  P.O.  Bu  OSS.  Maiton.  MS  39342 
THE  WAV  COSHMJWTY  CHURCH  IS 
LOOKMG  TO  RU  THE  POSmON  OF  A 
BLVOCATKMAL  YOUTH  MMSTER  VW 
ais  a  oontomporary  SBC.  Plaaw  aand  la- 
luna  toPO  Bon  1123.  LoalavBa.  MS  39339 
vmnv.SMatoyoonanuiRycluclijal 


CLASSIFIEDS 


CONCORD  BAPTWT  ASSOCMTKM 
*  ”””  *  ftXJ-  TBK  DMECTOR 
OF  WBSKINS.  nwaa  land  aaunaa  toi: 
CanoadBwWAaaooaiana.  P  0  Bgn  1664. 
MiaSaaaSon).  TN  37133  Daaa  muNka  in  by 
Julyati.  ^ 


Kevin  Barnette  haa  been  named  the  new  youth  director 
at  FIRST  CHURCH,  EUPORA.  He  and  his  finecee.  Taylor 
Spratlin,  both  of  Vardeman,  were  treated  to  a  welcome  re- 
ception/bridsl  shower  May  19. 


naRaon.  Oaatei  oanad  Don  6  RM  Sabui 
601-1622082  M  bona  iruanaaaito.  adtog. 
anew  adkara  aSidaaa.  naid  t  RM 
nOhAcnan  6  usoona.  pMB  cnan.  dada 
— naddfcna.l>han6liMiai||Mdw 
NORRM  BOOKBMOMa  COMPANY.  MC, 
0U>  HJt  REBOUOl  Atoo.  du*  (niiea 
andlkwrato  FarnaaHDnia6ancM6S2463- 
7424  g  ton  ua  a  662486670 _ 

6SMB0W  AND  6UIUN  SHOP -WBBOWB 
yWamaO^limteMyewiaan^  Ma 

CM  tom  Coek  601-7064076 


HBOBBenO  STAMB)  QUkSS,  Itondan 
Owton  toCdcMan.  apab  Fw  SulMcni  to 

a0140-7986»cMa0020S2706 _ 

CHURCH  FEW  UPHOtSTBtY.  FREE 
ESTI6ATES.  QaamptoWay  Qutoan,  Mat 
|ilMna601-77S6S17 _ 

QATuauna  rentals:  caw  sos-w 

aid  Onto  STSMto  Contoct  S32  922  0401  a 
E-nat  oMTSOOMUal  tor  kdanaton  aid 


STABCD  QtABSWORKR  MC,  IBWIO  MS  6 

ALaaa1S02CMaOI>6062970 _ 

GET  AMMY  AT  KTSY2  UL' CAMS  cM  tor 

abtoduaSOKtOSedl _ 

STAMB  GLASR  naa  Undena  md  apan 
HueaStobadGtowJadaaktOI-BOWgg 

GET  TIC  BEST  RATES  ON:  HuMi  kauanca 
tnt  Mahan  SMpNmaiM.  CM  1600641- 
OISQaaMamananatwaancaOrdnaan 
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MOORE 

COM.  &om  p.2 

are  eaay  to  caricature.  Some 
aasume  they  believe  the  will 
ia  like  a  comp^r  program 

S'  sd  bv  God,  or  that  the 
ian't  freety  offered 
.  eople.  Evi^elical 
Calvinists  believe  in  the  ftee 
offer  of  the  Gospel  to  all 
people,  aa  tney  believe 
in  the  universal  command  of 
the  law  of  God.  They  believe 
that,  left  to  ourselves,  we 
will  all  run  away  from  the 
law  and  we  will  all  run  away 
from  the  Gospel.  We  see  the 
light  of  Christ,  and  we  hide 
because,  in  our  sin,  we  donT 
want  to  meet  our  God. 

The  Calvinist  doctrine  of 
effectual  calling  means  that 
the  Spirit  works  through 
preachira  to  overturnjhe 
power  orthe  devil,  to  nberate 
our  wills  so  that  we  can  see 
the  glory  of  God  in  the  face 
of  Jesus  Christ.  God  doesn’t 
overpower  our  wills:  he  frees 
us  fiom  occupation  oy  the 
deceiving  de^nic  powers. 

This,  too,  has  religious 
iib«ty  indications,  that 
again  all  Christians,  even 
tniase  who  disagree  on  the 
theological  detaila,  should 
affirm.  The  Spirit  convicts 
of  sin;  Caesar  doesn't.  That 
means  one  can’t  coerce  faith 
into  being  or  out  of  b«^ 
with  the  threat  of  punish¬ 
ment,  regardless  of  whether 
one  is  an  Islamic  ayatollah  or 
a  secularist  parhament. 

Some  Baptists  and  other 
Christians  agree  with  the 
Arminiaiu  more  on  the 
‘how’’  questions  of  salva¬ 
tion.  Some  Baptists  and 
other  Christians  agree  more 
with  the  Calvinists.  Lots  of 
others  are  somewhere  in 
the  middle.  We  all  a^ree 
on  the  'what*  questions 
of  salvation  and  the  “why" 
questions  of  salvation.  Most 
importantly  we  all  agree  on 
the  “who*  question  of  salva¬ 
tion:  Jesus  Christ  crucified. 

We  will  seek  to  search 
the  Scriptures  on  every¬ 
thing  Gm  has  told  us.  But 
we’re  not  that  far  apart.  And 
even  when  we  disagree,  we 
can  listen  to  the  important 
emphases  that  each  tradition 
brings,  emphases  that  are 
nrmnaed  in  God’s  word  and 
God’s  Gomel. 

We  all  beli 
soverei^ty  a 
believe  in  human  freedom, 
though  we  differ  on  the 
quanncations  of  both.  But 
when  the  government  tries 
to  be  the  ultimate  sovereign, 
or  to  coerce  free  consciences, 
we  know  to  stand  against 
that,  and  for  another  King¬ 
dom,  together. 

Russell  D.  Moore  is 
president  of  the  Ethics  A 
Religious  Libern  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention.  This  first 
ytpeared  on  his  website, 
RussellMoort.com. 


lieve  in  God’s 


ei^ty  and  we  all 
re  in  hu 


Just  for  the  Record 


WESTWOOD  CHURCH,  MERIOIAN,  recogniiea  its  Bible 
drillers:  Meckeruie  Brit),  Brenley  Uppert,  Erin  Gibson,  Isa¬ 
belle  Marshall, Tyra  Cooper,  Evan  Grace  Brsnstetter,  Jona¬ 
than  Minchew,  Daniel  (  rstu,  and  Orlando  Davis.  Ann  Culpep¬ 
per  and  Teresa  Farrior,  aaders. 


BWSBJ.  CHURCa  LEE  COUNTY,  observed  Motherh  Dey  May 
12,  recognizing  the  Mknwing  mothers,  from  left;  Caira  Laraea 
youngest  mother;  Grace  RIdar,  oldeet  mother,  Eleanor  Smith, 
pastorli  wHs;  Jessies  Mandil,  youngest  baby;  and  Yidcy  McDsniei, 
moltier  with  the  most  grarxlchfidren.  Roger  Smith,  psMor. 


THRASHER  CHURCH,  SOOftlEVMJ-E,  held  a  Law  Enforce¬ 
ment  Appreciation  Day  May  27. 


YALE  STRKT,  MRMIELTA  ASSOCIATION:  Childran's  drillers 
Chloe  Stewart  and  Morgan  Mounce:  student  drillers  Becca  Waav- 
er  and  Hannah  Cottam;  leadersTma  Joseph  sndTrudie  Wseks. 


NESHOBA  CHURCH,  UNION,  honored  graduates  Joe 
Parker,  Haley  Moore,  Faith  Westberry,  Anthony  Klein,  Laney 
Chesney, Tyler  Hollingsworth,  and  Joe  Parker  at  a  recogni¬ 
tion  ceremony  and  Bibie  presentation. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  CALHOUN  CITY,  recognized  graduating 
seniors  Rainer  Nichols, Ty  Burton,  Ryne  Leo,  Reagan  Hardin, 
Brooks  Goodson,  Lauren  Denley,  Kasey  Hodge,  and  Amanda 
Bollinger. 


The  Baztist  Rbcoud  June  13, 2013 


5 


Cany  UnivaraHy  wars  fotmaDy 
inducted  Into  the  MiaaM()pi 
Oatta  chapter  of  Kappa  Mu 
Epaiton  maihafnadaa  honor 
aodaty  on  May  1  in  the  LueUe 
Parker  Gallery  on  the  Hattiae- 


Anderaon,  Braxton;  Shelby 


Shirley 
Tipton, 
executive 
■acretary  in 
the  office  of 
School  of  Ed- 
ucelion  Oeen 
Don  Locke  at 


COIXEQE, 
haa  raceivad 
theVan'Ooc* 
Quick  Out- 
atanding  Staff 
Award. 


College  and  Seminary  News 

WmiJAMCAREY 


David  Miller  haa 
been  named 


Coach  Slave 
Knight  athletic 
dhactor  atxl  head 
coach  ter  the  man% 
baakaCball  team, 
waa  named  the 
SotrthamSMea 
Athletic  Conhrance 
(SSAQAtNatic 
Ofrecior  of  the  Year 
at  the  annual  SSAC 
awarda  barx^jat  on 
May  2a 


COLLEGE'S 
Oietinguiahed 
Profeaaorof 
the  Thar.  Miller 
taachea  Engliah, 
and  ie  Chairman 
"  ‘  Of  the  urtiver 
aityh  Honora 
Council.  He  haa 
baenatMCfor 
ovar20yaara. 


In  other  College  and 
Semlnery  News: 

>  Two  Ifiaaiaaimi  students 
graduated  from  Southweat- 
am  Samln^,  Port  Wort^ 
during  spring  commence¬ 
ment  to.  Degrees  were 
conferred  on  334  students. 
Students  were  Trent  Odom, 
liberty  Church,  Waynesboro, 
with  a  Master  of  Arts  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  (MACE)  in 
atudent  miniatiy;  and  Bryan 
Bogue,  Fairview  Church,  Co- 
huMXia,  with  a  Master  of  Di¬ 
vinity  (MDiv). 


L, 

r  V  'I  ■  ■  Tr 


or  aaiiTvlje/ 


Scttin<^  your  Sit Ih  for  Siftniiiy  School  and  Small  (Iroups 


fresh  winds 


\IMI  \,\\X\X  Milt  UtlKt.  lOK  \K>KI  IMORNIMUtN  vm,  I , .  ki  .  ;|s  | ,  k  •  N,  m  i  ,s  I  . 


1>'«I  •  NtM  nil  IK  \|<| 


Jtme  13.2013  Tim  Batot  Rhcoan 


.  /-“  v 


Bible  Drill 

The  State  SolaclMnToumwiwn  for  Bible  drill*  VM*  heid  at  BroKimoor  Church,  PMadison,  April  20. 

FRIEND  OF  BIBLE  DRILL  HONOREE 

Abby  Rich  is  a  member  of 
Prentiss  Church,  Prentiss. 
She  is  currently  enrolled  at 
Mississippi  Collage.  Rich 
completed  nine  years  in 
Bible  drill  in  2011.  She  began 
coaching  others  in  Bible  drill 
and  help  wdth  associational 
and  state  drills  after  high 
school  graduation.  Rich  was 
the  lead  clinician  for  the  stu¬ 
dent  drillers  at  the  fall  Bible 
drill  retreat  in  2012  fpd  was 
a  caller  in  the  201^ieason. 
She  is  shown  with  Ken  Halit 
consultant,  Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry  Department, 
Misaissippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board. 


MIDDLE 

SCHOOL 


EH: 


From  left:  Alex  Janes,  North 
Ripley  Church,  Ripley,  third 
place;  Bethany  Lartgl^,  Prert- 
tiss  Church, -Pmntiss,  first 
place;  Cede  Holland,  Pinelaka 
Church,  Brandon,  sacotKl 
place. 


HIGH 

SCHOOL 


TTTTTH: 


From  left  Auburn  McCor¬ 
mick,  Koinonia  Church,  Lee 
Association,  second  place; 
Paul  Batol,  First  Church,  Long 
Beach,  first  place;  Hannah 
Page,  Crossgates  Church, 
Brandon,  third  place. 


SCHOLARSHIP 

DRILLS 

From  left;  SperKer  Remley, 
First  Church,  Summit,  second 
place;  Zach  Daley,  Prentiss 
Church,  Prentiss,  first  place; 
Lauren  Middleton,  Calvary 
Church,  Batesville,  third 
place. 
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NDA  ETH  LLA  URTST  OTNU  NI  AENL 
ITWH  HNEIT  OLDR  RAETH  RSOEPRBV 
NTO  ATUDENNGINRS  ADN  NI  WNO 
HYT  KAODLEWNGEC  EITNH  LAL  IMH 
AWSY  TYH  IREDCT  NAD  LHALS 

TPSHA  EH  ETHER  IVFE  XSI 

Havefim  with  scrambled  words  and  extram  your  Bible 
knowledge.  UnaeranMe  each  word  and  rearrange  dte  word 
order  to  diaoouer  the  ver$e%  and  teripturer^ermBe  from  dte 
King  Jatnet  Version. 


MS^  udio  LLc 


Design  A  Iruegration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  A  Lifting 
Church.  Confinence  Room.  School 
Eiyutpment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Ph  601-923-9947 


Need  a  liiilit? 


!  LOTTIE 

com.  from  p.  1 

wiD  be  woo  to  Quilt.' 

Pige  adcnowledged  that  the 
offerinx 'could  have  been  better' 
but  added  that  “it  is  exciting  to 
I  see  die  exprnsion  of  a  nunam- 
'  minded  passion  on  the  part  of 
Soutfaem  Bapdsls.' 

Thou^  tne  2012  ofierina  Ml 
short  of  me  $i75-ininioD  nanonal 
,  goal,  “We  are  grateful  first  and 
foremost  to  die  Lord  for  aD  diat 
I  He  provides,'  said  David  Ste- 
veraoo,  IMB  treasurer  and  vice 


IHloper  Hales  P.O.Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 

arfb^msaudiol lc.com  Cliiilon,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 

ifT 


lisiis  siiiil.  -I  .1111  (111  liulll  ol  llu  unrlil. 
WIkicM  I-  IllllllMs  MU-  «ill  llol  Uillk 

ill  iliirkiU's'  lull  "ill  li.i'i'  llu 
liylil  III  lilt  .  '  liiliii  S;  I  2  I 

Siiii|il\  \li;iri‘  llu-  lolliiiiiiiu  |)r.i\i’r 
«  ith  (•ml  ill  \oiir  on  11  uiiril': 

1 .  1  m  il.  I  iiiliiiil  lli.ii  I  iukI  >mi. 

1 1  luiM-  siniu'd.' 

2.  I  u.iiil  liirs;iM.iu.'>"<  I'lr  m.' 

.mil  Irm  iliiin  li  iiiii  l  U  riuil 

ili  iith.  I  I  i  i  |u  iil  .i 
.(.  I  lu  lii  ii-  .U  'li'  diiil  and  riiM 
rriiiii  llu-  yraM-  In  Inriiiif  in>  >>111% 
.mil  In  rt-vini'i-  nil  ri-lalinnNhi|> 
«ilh  Mill.  I  I  luliiM  ill  lisiiN.i 
4.  I!\  lailli.  I  ill' ill  .livns  (  hri'l 
inln  in\  Mil.  I  mill  tliiv  linn  nn. 
.ml  In  li'i  in  a  Inxiiii;  rilalinnslii|) 
uilh  Him.  il  riiii'i  (  liri'l  i*' 
nil  ''a\  inr  and  I  nrd.  1 

Itiil  as  in.iii.i  a.  iiiiiMil  him.  In  Ihiiii  lu  u.ni 
llu  I  iulil  In  hiinini  ihildriii  nf  l.nd.  I'ln  In 
Ilii.M-  nhn  luliivi  in  liiv  ii.iini.  -  i.lnhii  I:l2i 
It  \iui  inaki  a  diii'inii  fni  <  lirisl  Imlai .  i niil.u I  .1 
liK.il  Siiiillu  rii  ll.i|ili'l  iliiirili  Inr  spii  iln.d  niiiilaiui. 


t  VBS 

I  com.  from  p.  1 

■  conaideted  diBcontinuing  the  an- 
1  nual  VBS  for  lack  of  woikets  — 
I  even  with  a  three-day  evertt.  But 
'  when  Owens  iuTived,  she  asked  to 
give  it  one  more  opportunity. 

;  With  her  dynamic  personality 
and  people  skQIs,  she  sought  to 
change  me  mentality  of  the  oon- 
;  gregadon  to  view  VK  in  a  diSer- 
'  ent 

It’s  not  a  children’s  ministiy. 

'  It’s  a  church-wide  event,'  Owens 
I  told  them.  The  workers  reqiood- 
I  ed  —  2M  vahinteers  last  year — 
'  and  staff  was  assigned ‘hands  on' 


Elaborate  productions  were  vahieofthewed 
staged  in  the  sanctuary.  Even  Pas-  resulted  in  14  ch 
tor  Craig  Connor  rode  his  Harley  Nine-)ear-ok 
through  the  church  one  year.  was  one.  He  at 
Wim  that  shift,  churai  mem-  other  child^  I 
bets  actively  distributed  regirtra-  ment-momoreii 
tkm  forms  to  their  oo-workf^  gram  mat  provi 
neighbors  and  friends,  handing  cate  for  low  inci 
them  out  fai  stores  and  pbeea  ‘'ndswataa 
of  busineas.  Registration  forms  ed  to  ikA'  his 
were  given  to  six  local  schools  —  Hendley  said.  ‘ 
places  where  church  members  tist]  doalotfor 
had  already  corxhicted  a  prayer  chiding  prov^ 
walk  Yard  signs  in  members’  school  supplies, 
yanb  encouraged  neighbors  to  ens  reads  Bible  1 
come.  OH  ffw  lads  in 

One  church  member  enlisted  programs, 
five  families  among  co-workers.  In  past  yeai 
Another  famil>'  was  approached  leaders  intentio 
byane^hborwithaspe^needs  reach  and  assir 
chOd,  compelled  by  their  yard  pects.  Tramrf 
gign.  pants  visited  e\ 

Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Corwention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten.  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper  All  arti¬ 
cles  most  be  received  in  writing;  r»  articles 
win  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronicalty  10 
the  address  below,  and  must  be  contained 
in  the  message  segment  of  an  email  form. 
Duo  to  increasing  virus  threats,  no  text 
attachments  wiM  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  artides  concise.  Include 
the  who.  what.  when,  where  details  of  the 
story,  alotvg  with  a  contact  person's  address 
and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  prinlouts 


president  for  finance.  *We  bave 
confidence  thtf  He  knows  just 
exactly  wbat  we  need  and  also 
knows  exactly  when  we  need  it 
We  are  gratniil  that  He  chooses 
to  use  Southern  Baptists  in  such  a 
great  wtw  to  provide  the  support 
we  need. 

The  IMB’s  purpose  is  to  serve 
SouAem  Baptist  churches  and 
assist  them  in  obeying  the  Great 
Commission  of  Jesus  Quist  to 
make  disciples  among  all  peo¬ 
ples.  But  me  maiginal  levd  of 
increases  in  mission  simport  in 
recent  years  —  balancen  against 
the  ma  number  of  lost  people 

“We  educate  our  folks  to  reach 
beyemd  the  walls  of  the  church 
and  that  it  is  ffteir  responsibility 
to  invite  their  friends,  oo-wotkers 
and  naghbots,' Owens  aaiiL 

The  commtsnty  has  respond¬ 
ed  "  • 

One.jear  Owens  asked  Qystid, 
the  drive-ffirou^  attendant  at  the 
local  *Dan-D  Donuts,'  to  bring 
her  graiKicfaildren  to  VBS.  At  die 
end  of  the  week,  one  of  them  ac¬ 
cepted  Christ  as  Savior. 

Last  year,  the  church  identified 
124  unmurched  chikhen  among 
theise  in  attendance. 

Not  only  is  VBS  a  church¬ 
wide  effort,  but  Owens  and  other 
church  leaders  have  initiated  in¬ 
tentional  evangebsm  as  a  core 
value  of  the  «««.  Last  year's  VBS 
resulted  in  14  children  baptized 

Nine-year-old  IVler  Hendley 
was  one.  He  attended  VBS  with 
other  children  fiom  the  govem- 
ment-sxxisored  after-school  pro¬ 
gram  mat  provides  summer  day¬ 
care  for  low  iiKome  cummunities. 

This  was  somethiqg  he  want¬ 
ed  to  ckx'  his  mother  .litiiianie 
Hendley  said  They  FFirst  Bap¬ 
tist]  do  a  lot  for  the  kids  here’  in¬ 
cluding  providing  backpacks  and 
schcxil  supplies.  Each  week  Ow¬ 
ens  reads  Bible  stories  and  loves 
on  the  kids*  in  one  of  two  such 
programs. 

In  pi^  yraus.  First  Church 
leaders  intention^  worked  to 
reach  and  assimilate  VBS  pro^ 
pects.  Trained  FAITH  pcirtici- 
pants  visited  every  fiunily,  tcxik 


worldwide  —  led  EBiff  to  issue  an 
“urgent  appeal’  in  May  to  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  to  'carry  tlletGospel 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth  —  now. 

There  are  overybilhon  people 
on  this  ^obe,  ancl  unless  some¬ 
thing  changes  drastically,  radi¬ 
cally,  it  is  estimated  that  fewer 
Aan  half  win  ever  have  the  sht^t- 
est  connection  witii  evangencal 
Christianily  in  their  lifetime,*  El- 
liff  said  diuTng  the  IMB  trustees' 
May  14-15  meeting  in  Rogers, 
Ark.  “Why  would  God  entrust  to 
us  the  greatest  lostness  in  aD  of 
Uatoiy  if  He  did  not  emect  us  to 
do  something  about  it?* 

goody  bags  and  exemplified  basic 
growth  principles  by  enrolling 
mmilies  m  Sun^  SchooL 

While  parents  graciou^  re- 
nxmded  to  the  church  viators 
few  of  the  funilies  ever  letumecl 
to  church  except  ti<  cftterxl  VBS 
the  following  ycscr. 

Last  year,  in  an  effort  to  more 
eSectiv^  reach  unchurched 
femihea,  parents  were  invited  to  a 
weddy  parenting  seminar  hdd  on 
Sunday  mornings.  The  seminar 
was  located  in  a  daasroom  eas¬ 
ily  accessible  fiom  the  church’s 
parking  garage  —  even  if  it  meant 
tempcxairily  moving  an  adult  class 
thatnad  met  therefor  20  years. 

The  first  week,  37  parents  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  seminar  and  brought 
nxse  than  w  children  with  th^. 
Then  atteiidaiKe  grew.  Each  fem- 
Qy  received  a  chDdren’a  Bible  and 
were  asked  to  read  it  nightly  to 
their  children. 

Throughout  the  parenting 
dasB,  the  groim  became  chiaer, 
forming  a  nucleus  of  a  bonded 
smaOgnujgx 

Aexmeriing  to  Carol  DanieL 
minister  of  adult  education,  care- 
ftil  attention  was  given  to  every 
detail  of  the  parenting  to 
retain  adults  as  weD  as  children. 
“We  Icxiked  at  where  it  was  going 
to  be,  how  we  can  make  it  conve¬ 
nient  and  user-friendly.’ 

Their  attention  to  details  paid 

of  the*^^^  was  transitioned  into 
the  newest  Sunday  Schcxil  class  in 
the  young  adult  department. 
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God  Delivers  His  People  •  Exodus  3:7-10;  12:12-13,20-31;  14:5-6, 13-14,21,26 


Have 

I  aim? 


lie’s  Imsoo  focoses  upon  the 


I  of  God’s  compawannatf  exnesBKn  of  His 
power  on  behidf  of  His  people.  Readersaie 
encoun^  to  trust  oo  a  daily  basis 
even  durme  difficult  tunes.  As  we  examine 
bow  God  ddhered  Ifis  people  bum  oppres- 
sion  and  bondage  in  vee  can  icId- 
force  our  own  undentanfing  of  His  active 
involvement  in  our  liwn  tndsiy.  The  Exodus 
is  te  aincle  greatest  cxpnt  m  the  Old  Testa- 
mem,  a  Dme  lefnemb^,-!  and  oelehnted 
annuaDy  fay  Jews  around  the  wotld  at  Pass- 
over.  The  same  God  who  delivered  He¬ 
brews  from  Egypt  wants  to  liberate  people 
today  fium  the  greater  bondage  of  sin. 

6odCarM  (Ex.  3:7-10) 

Per  dnae  cymes  who  think  God  is  de¬ 
tached  from  the  vwuld  and  the  people  He 
oeated.  Exodus  3.'7-l0  frums  an  unambig¬ 
uous  ease  against  them.  Pay  dose  attention 
to  the  verbs  in  these  verses  dxwe  d  else, 
the  verts  prove  God  cares.  declares  He 
has  *fa)dm  seen*  (enmhatic  in  Hebrew) 
Ks  peonle’s  affliction.  He  has ‘Tieatd’ dieir 
ay,  ana  He  *knows’  (or  experiences)  their 
nfaing  (37).  As  a  result.  He  has  ‘come 
down  to  rescue’  them  and  *to  bring  them 
p*  out  of  the  land  of  oppression  to  me  land 
owing  wiffi  milk  ana  bonw  (3:8).  Addi- 
tionally,  God  said  the  ay  or  the  Isnehtes 


bas  ‘reached’  Him  and  He  has  ’aeen’  the 
w^r  the  EDTlians  opuieasod  diem  teoX 
As  a  result,  God  caDed  Moaes  *to  aencThnn 
to  Pharaoh,  to  ddver  the  laraefrtes,  and  *to 
fatiiiif  them  out  of  Egypt  (3:ioX 

VVnile  the  Hebrews  haiguiab 

diebitlerwfaimaf  _ _ 

wondering  if  meB- cries  unto  God  were  be¬ 
ing  heard,  God  was  involved  actively  in  ae- 
t  their  release  and  freedom.  He  cared 


languahed  unApr 


wM 


We  can 
take  great 
comfort  in 
knowing 
God  cares 
for  us  at 
wefl.  Even 
duriiK  die 
darkest 
dtys  of  our 
suffering, 

God  it  i3- 

reacK  at  vmtk,  preparing  our  deliverance. 
So  the  next  time  find  younelf  dealing 
with  life’s  (fifficulties,  lemeinber  God  caieK 

God  Jodgos  (Ex.  12:12-1329-31) 

When  God  demonstrates  Ks  care  for 
Ms  peo^  Ms  eneniiet  aie  dirust  into 
a  ptecancus  situatioo.  tharaoh  and  the 
Effiiptians  found  themselves  in  tins  posi¬ 
tion  after  enslaving  Goefs  people  for  ]«ars. 


Pharaoh’s  refusal  to  let  Goefs  people  no 
meant  inevHalile  confrunMion.  God  tud 
Moses  He  would  pass  through  Egypt  and 
strike  down  the  Egyptian^  fiik  born  sons; 
in  so  doiob  God  would  bring  judgment  on 
‘all  the  rods  of  Egypt*  (12:12).  (£d  would 
return  the  Egvpdars’  acts  mxm  their  own 
heads.  They  nad  caused  God’s  firstborn 
son,  Israd,  to  suffer  much,  thus  God  would 
jud^  them  by  slaying  th^  firadxan  aons 
(472-23). 

When 
first  arted 
to  leleaae 
the  He- 
brews, 

_  Pharaoh 

W.Hfajwe _ 

^Vhoisdle 
LDRDthatl 
should  obey 
him  and  M 
Israel  go?  I 

do  not  know  the  UXtD  and  I  wifi  not  M  Is¬ 
rael  go’(^7X  Howwer,  in  God’s  Story,  God 
has  me  final  m.  The  death  of  the  ElVptian 
firstbornwasmeneoeaaaryformofrembu- 
tiveiuatioe  reoiired  to  oomince  Pharaoh  to 
let  (Wspeople  go.  When  God  determined 
to  faring  todpiient  on  the  gods  of  Egypt  by 
laying  me  Egyptian  firstborn.  He  was  d^ 
daring  to  Pharanh  His  ideiUtty,  *1  am  the 
(i2:i2bX  The  blood  smeared  m 
obedience  to  God’s  command,  on  the  door^ 


Staiii8s||||fe 

H'.  VKryne 


posts  and  lintels  of  their  homes,  would  pro¬ 
tect  the  Hebrews  (12:13).  When  God  juqges 
(1279X  Ms  enernies  wail  (12:30^  thro  they 
submit  to  His  original  request  (i2:3iX 

GodDfflhrare 
(Ex.  145^13-142126) 

Pharaoh  overcame  the  shock  of  the 
death  of  his  firstborn  and  urgently  sought 
to  recover  the  services  of  die  Hebrm  slaves 
(14:^  Thus  he  nepared  bis  chariot  and 
amty  to  pursue  me  slaves  (i4:6X  The  He¬ 
brews  soon  fnind  thennelves  trapped  be¬ 
tween  the  sea  and  Pharaoh’s  advancing 
farces.  This  situatioa  seemed  deadly  and 
ineacapable  to  them,  causing  much  anxiety 
(i4:lo-i2Xlilose8cahnedthepeaple,oouti- 
seffimthm  to  *001  be  afraid*  and  to ’stand 
firm  (i4:^X  Moses  had  confidence  in 
‘the  suvabon  of  the  Lord*  that  would  once 
and  for  aD  rid  the  Hebrews  of  die  menac¬ 
ing  presence  of  the  Egyptians  (i4:i3bX 
The  Lord  would  do  all  me  fighting  Israel 
had  onK  to  *1)0  adir  (14:14;  see  also  Psabn 
46:ioX  Thus  when  Moses  stretched  out  his 
hand  over  the  sea,  the  wry  of  escape  for 
God’s  people  becaine  the  w^  of  judgment 
and  death  for  His  enemies  (1471^).  God 
delivered  Hw  people! 

VanHom  ir  Dean  of  dte  Misrirtiaji  Cbl- 
lepe  School  q^Oaistian  Studies  and  tne  Arts. 


Just  for  the  Record 


CHURCH. 
INESTPOMT, 
cotebratad  the 
burning  of  their 
building  note 
at  their  26th 
anniversary 
Mays.  Shown 
are  Randy  WU- 
liamt.  Lamar 
WUboum,  Bill 
Ladd.  Allan 
Wbod,  and  pas¬ 
tor  Ben  Ybrfaer. 


TOOMSUBA  CHURCH. 
LAUDERDALE  ASSOCUL- 
TION.  ordained  Christ  Egbert 
as  deacon  May  19.  Shown 
are  Egbert,  his  wife  Jennifer. 
si>d  pastor  Oavid  Caves. 

SAULS  VALLEY  CHURCH. 
■■ONT1CELLO.  recognized 
their  high  school  graduates 
Thomas  Risis  andTanrter 
Rials.  Pastor  James  E.  McK- 
neely  is  shown  presentirtg 
Bibles. 


» 

/ 


in  other  Church 
News: 


>  Broadmoor  ChtMch. 
Madison,  hzs  recently  relessed 
an  album  wMi  original  songs 
for  rvorslnp.  The  alnim,  entitlM 
AHve,  has  been  recorded  over 
fhe  severs’  months  ai^  is 
an  outpouring  of  the  ministry 


« 

CALVARY  CHURCH.  SOOUE  CHTITO.  recognized  their 
high  school  and  college  graduates.  Shown  are  pastor  Hal 
Haitsn,  Dsvon  Welch.  Amber  Martin.  Bradi  Davis,  Rhesgsn 
Welch,  Brice  Roberts,  and  Shelby  Croaby. 


Anita  RusaeU,  RRST  CHURCH,  SUPORA.  prseents  the 
2013  graduates  of  the  preschool  class. 

WRIISTDN 
ASSOCIATION 
recently  hosted  aTransfor 
Zorw  corderence  sport- 
sored  by  the  Adrian  Rog¬ 
ers  Pastor  Training  Insti¬ 
tute.  Shown  sra  pastors 
from  the  association  with 
AMO  Paul  Blattchard  aitd 
Patridi  Moody  of  tha  Rog¬ 
ers  Institute.  The  avartt 
was  partially  futtded  by 
Margaret  Lackey  State 
Missions  Offering  futtds. 


Effactivo  with  the  July  11, 
2013  issue  ofThs  Baptist 
Record,  all  photographs 
submitted  for  publication 
in  the  newspaper  must  be 
sent  via  e-mail  as  a  jpeg  at¬ 
tachment  (.Jpgl.  Bscsuss  of 
the  coat  and  ittcomrenienos 
of  submittittg  a  printsd  Q 

(photograph  (which  Invohrss 
takirtg  a  digital  photograph, 
having  it  prooaaosd  artd 
printsd,  and  the  cost  of 
postage  involved  in  mail- 
irtg),  we  are  maUrtg  this 
ehatige  to  hsip  both  the 
sender  and  The  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord  to  be  good  itswerdi. 
Photos  can  be  submitted  to 
The  Bapdai  Record  via  e- 
mail  at  no  cost  as  opposed 
to  the  costs  rtoted  abovs. 
Thank  you  for  your  under¬ 
standing  arid  coopsration. 
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